
 

 

DAILY BULLETIN NO. 1, SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2007 

WELCOME TO BEAUTIFUL BERMUDA! 

Hello and welcome to the Bermuda Regional. 

I’m Lynanne Bolton and I’m the Tournament 

Chairperson for the Regional, which extends 
between January 20th and 27th, 2007. We are 

pleased that the venue is once again the 

beautiful Fairmont Southampton Hotel. 

In our [futile] effort to stay ahead of the curve, 

the Daily Bulletin staff conducted a brief 

interview with Lynanne . . .  

 

D.B. What’s special and 

unique about this tournament? 

L.B. This Regional is truly in a class of its own. First of all, it’s in Bermuda! The beauty 
of the island and the friendliness of our people provide an unforgettable experience for 

our visitors. As for bridge, this Regional is large enough for us to offer a wide variety of 

games, with plenty of championship events awarding gold master points, yet small 

enough for our committee to get to know our visitors individually, rather than as faceless 
numbers. The number of repeat visitors is a testament to these characteristics. 

D.B. How did you become involved in tournament administration? 

L.B. I joined the ACBL Board of Governors several 

years ago. The tournament chairperson must be a 
Board member, so eventually it was my turn!                          

I have a reputation for being well-organized, and I 

love welcoming visitors to Bermuda, so it’s been my 
pleasure to serve in the chairperson’s role for the last 

three years. 

D. B. Please gives us a thumbnail description of 

yourself. 

L. B. Born in Bermuda, educated in England and 

Canada.  I’m a pharmacist by profession; I managed 

a retail pharmacy in Bermuda for 20 years,  and now 
do locum  tenens work at several pharmacies,  in 

addition to holding the part-time position of 

pharmacy consultant to the government. 
In addition to my involvement with bridge, I am also 
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active in the community, in pharmacy organizations, in politics, in the Anglican Church, and in my 

children’s activities. I have two daughters:  Laura is 20 and studying at Queen’s University in Ontario, 
while Ally is 17 and attending boarding school (Ridley College), also in Ontario. 

Bermuda Attractions 

Bermuda has numerous great attractions; outdoors, indoors, underwater and even underground. That a 
place as small as Bermuda has so much to see and do and so many places to explore is amazing.  We hope 

you’ll allow yourself some time to enjoy some of Bermuda’s unique sights and experiences. 

 

Bermuda is filled from end to end with attractions worth exploring: The Royal Navy Dockyard and the St. 
George’s World Heritage site can be all-day experiences. Museums, forts, churches and other historical 

places of interest abound. 

 
Apart from being fun, Bermuda’s attractions are also educational and enlightening, so you can expect to 

learn a great deal about Bermuda, nature, and history. Each day we’ll do a short blurb on one or two of 

Bermuda’s main attractions. See today’s on the Bermuda Aquarium, Museum and Zoo on this page.  

We’ll also offer you some Bermudiana (information and trivia about Bermuda) each day. 

You owe it to yourself to see at least some of Bermuda’s premier visitor attractions: 

• Bermuda Aquarium, Museum and Zoo                St. David’s Lighthouse 
• Bermuda Maritime Museum  

• Botanical Gardens  

• City Hall  

• Crystal, Fantasy and Leamington Caves  
• Gibbs Hill Lighthouse  

• Royal Naval Dockyard  

• St. David’s Lighthouse  
• St. George’s  

• St. Peter's Church  

The Bermuda Aquarium, Museum & Zoo 

The Bermuda Aquarium, Museum & Zoo (BAMZ) is Bermuda’s premier visitor attraction, dedicated to 

inspiring appreciation and care of island environments. With more than 300 pellagic birds, reptiles and 

mammals on display, BAMZ is committed to the exhibition, breeding and reintroduction of threatened 

and endangered species. 
 

 The Aquarium houses over 200 species of fish and features the 

award-winning North Rock Exhibit, a 140,000-gallon replica of a 
living local coral reef. Visitors have the opportunity to learn about 

Bermuda’s unique geology in the Natural History Museum and 

children and adults alike are always delighted with the Zoo, which 
features several birds and animals that are part of the international 

Species Survival Plan, in colorful garden settings, and is home to the 

interactive Discovery Cove and Local Trails for children. 

 
Bermuda Aquarium, Museum & Zoo, 40 North Shore Rd., Flatts Village, Tel: (441) 293-2727 

 

Last Year’s Winners 
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Sat Eve Charity Pairs: Vera Petty - Roman Smolski, Warwick, BDA 

Sat Eve 199er Charity Pairs: Mary Akin – Mary Daniher, Toronto, ON 
Sunday Flight A Swiss Teams: Jean Johnson, Devonshire, BDA; Joe Wakefield, Smith’s, Bermuda, Jim 

Linhart, Raleigh, NC; Allan Graves, Vancouver, BC; John Carruthers, Toronto, ON; Bill Souster, 

Newport Gwent South, UK 

Sunday Flight X Swiss Teams:  Ian Harvey, The Villages, FL; Barry Rahman, Sandys, BDA; David 
Pereira, Hamilton, BDA; Alan Douglas, Pembroke, BDA 

Sunday Flight B Swiss Teams: Tony Saunders, Paget, BDA; Charles Hall, Smith’s, BDA; John Burville, 

Pembroke, BDA; David Cordon, Warwick, BDA 
Sunday Flight C Swiss Teams: Marie Overweel, Ontario, CA; Janice Colcleugh, Ontario, CA; Jennifer 

Richinson, Ontario, CA; Anna Kennedy, Ontario, CA 

Sunday Flight D Swiss Teams:  Stephen Cosham, Hamilton, BDA; Dick Meredith, Smith’s, BDA; John 
Rayner, Hamilton, BDA; and Gordon Bussell, Devonshire, BDA 

Monday-Tuesday Championship Pairs A/B: Peggy Pearson, Perkinsfield, ON; Betty Kubetz, Midland, 

ON 

Mon-Tues Flight C Pairs:  Kevin Corneau, Smith’s, BDA; Clifford Allison, Somerset, BDA 
Pembroke Series Side Games:  Joan Coutts; Patricia McSweeney 

Mon Aft Novice Pairs:  Raylene Chiasson - Len Chiasson, Sydney, NS 

Mon Aft 99er Pairs:  Joy Lusher, Pembroke, BDA; Sally Godet, Paget, BDA 

Mon Eve Novice Pairs:  Michael Tait, Hamilton, BDA; Jane Clipper, Smiths, BDA 

Mon Eve 99er Pairs:  Mary Akin - Mary Daniher, Toronto, ON 

Mon-Tues Bracket 1 Compact KO:  Vera Petty - Roman Smolski, Warwick, Bermuda; G S Jade 
Barrett, Vancouver, WA; Michael Cornes, Shropshire, England 

Mon-Tues Bracket 2 Compact KO:  Richard Gray - Wendy Gray, Southampton Bermuda; Elizabeth 

McKee, Devonshire, Bermuda; Sheena Rayner, Hamilton Bermuda 

Mon-Tues Bracket 3 Compact KO:  Janet Deschenes, Kennebunkport, ME; Mary Leene, Cape 
Porpoise, ME; Rosamond Lownes, Needham, MA; Margaret Balian, Dedham, MA 

Tues Aft Novice Pairs:  Judith Evans - Jane McCleary, Pembroke BDA 

Tue Aft 99er Pairs:  (Tie)  Judith Evans - Jane McCleary, Pembroke BDA; Penelope Cooke, Warwick, 
BDA; Sally Godet, Paget, BDA 

Tues Eve Novice Pairs:  Daniel McCleary - Jane McCleary, Pembroke BDA 

Tue Eve 99erPairs: Daniel McCleary - Jane McCleary, Pembroke BDA 

Sun-Tues Side Game Series:  (Tie)  Patricia McSweeney, Westfield, NJ; Joan Coutts, Center Valley, PA 
Wed Aft Novice Pairs:  Patricia Papini, Middletown, NY; Don Fawcett, Toronto, ON 

Wed Aft 99er Pairs: Patricia Papini, Middletown, NY; Don Fawcett, Toronto, ON 

Wed Eve Novice Pairs:  Margaret Potts, Sandys, BDA; Julia Patton, Warwick, BDA 

Wed Eve 99er Pairs: Mary Akin - Mary Daniher, Toronto ON 

Wed-Thurs Swiss Teams A:  Vera Petty - Roman Smolski, Warwick, BDA; G S Jade Barrett, 

Vancouver, WA; Michael Cornes, Shropshire, England 
Wed-Thurs Swiss Teams B:  Richard Gray - Wendy Gray, Southampton Bermuda; Elizabeth McKee, 

Devonshire, Bermuda; Sheena Rayner, Hamilton Bermuda 

Wed-Thurs Swiss Teams B & C:  Rosamond Lownes, Needham, MA; Mary Leene, Cape Porpoise, ME; 

Janet Deschenes, Kennebunkport, ME; Marg Balian, Dedham, MA 
Wed-Thurs Open Pairs A:  Vera Petty - Roman Smolski, Warwick, BDA 

Wed-Thurs Open Pairs B:  Virginia Carron, Naples, Fl; Susan Mayo, Vero Beach, FL 

Wed-Thurs Open Pairs C:  Betty Hodgman, New Caanan, CT; Carol Davidson, Wilton, CT 
Mon-Thurs Championship KO Teams, Bracket 1: Jean Johnson, Devonshire, Bermuda; Joe 

Wakefield, Smith’s, Bermuda, Jim Linhart, Raleigh, NC; Allan Graves, Vancouver, BC; John Carruthers, 

Toronto, ON; Bill Souster, Newport Gwent South, UK 
Mon-Thurs Championship KO Teams, Bracket 2: Arthur Maier-Susan Maier, Scarsdale, NY; Louise 

Bookstaver-Boris Koytchou, New York, NY 
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Mon-Thurs Championship KO Teams, Bracket 3: Rachel Cooligan-Garreth Cooligan, Ottawa, ON; 

Virginia Hauser-Merle Hauser, Vero Beach, FL 
Mon-Thurs Championship KO Teams, Bracket 4:  Bill Myers-Rosanne Myers, Richmond Hill, ON; 

Betty Kubetz, Midland, ON-Peggy Pearson, Perkinsfield, ON 

Thurs Aft 99er Pairs:  Mary Akin - Mary Daniher, Toronto, ON 

Thurs Aft Novice Pairs:  Jonathan Clipper - Jane Clipper, Smith’s, BDA 
Thurs Eve 99er & Novice Pairs:  Russell Cosburn - Sharon Cosburn, Toronto, ON 

Fri Compact KO Bracket 1:  Jade Barrett, Vancouver, WA-Michael Cornes, Shropshire, England; Vera 

Petty-Roman Smolski, Warwick, BDA 

Fri Compact KO Bracket 2:  Dan MacNeil, Thornhill, ON; Ross Quigley, Aurora, ON; Ron Zeran, 

Willowdale, ON; Steve Johnson, Hampshire, England 

Fri Compact KO Bracket 3:  Rosamond Lownes, Needham, MA; Mary Leene, Cape Porpoise, ME; 
Janet Deschenes, Kennebunkport, ME; Marg Balian, Dedham; MA 

Fri Aft 99er Pairs: William McLaughlin - Janet McLaughlin, Venice, FL 

Fri Aft Novice Pairs: Raylene Chiasson - Len Chiasson, Sydney, NS 

Fri Eve 99er Pairs: Patricia Moody, Hamilton Cr 01, BDA; Mike Osborn, Sandys, BDA 
Fri Eve Novice Pairs: Michael Tait, Hamilton, BDA; Jane Clipper, Smith’s, BDA 

Wed-Fri Side Game Series:  Greg Hinze, San Antonio TX 

Fri-Sat Flight A Swiss Teams: Sally Sykes-David Sykes, Paget, BDA; Myles Walsh, Buzzards Bay, 
MA; Margie Sullivan, Sagamore Beach, MA 

Fri-Sat Flight B Swiss Teams: Wendy Gray-Richard Gray-Peggy Thompson, Southampton, BDA; Elysa 

Burland, Warwick, BDA 

Fri-Sat Flight C Swiss Teams: Enid Hyland, Hamilton, BDA; Gwen Christensen, Southampton, BDA; 

Mary Arton, Hamilton, BDA; Joan Sims, Southampton, BDA 

Morning Side Game Series:  Edward White, Grand Blanc MI 

Top Master Point Winners: (Tie)  Vera Petty – Roman Smolski, Warwick, BDA 
 

MEET THE EDITOR (AND HIS INVALUABLE ASSISTANT)  

Allan Falk and Jacqueline DeRouin live in Okemos, Michigan, a 

suburb of East Lansing, home of the Michigan State University 

Spartans, their alma mater (Allan also graduated from Yale Law 
School back in the Pleistocene).  Having first dated for ten years, then 

lived together for 9 years, and now being married more than 8 years, 

Jacqui is assured a place in heaven on grounds “Allan is still alive!” 

 
Allan is a three-time NABC champion, twice a world bidding 

champion, author of four bridge books and editor of six others (some 

read by as many as two or even three people outside his immediate 
family), author of a 3-volume law book which functions as a handy door stop, a frequent contributor to 

the NABC Daily Bulletin, a regular panelist on the ACBL’s “It’s Your Call” feature, and a 30-year 

member of the International Bridge Press Association.  Allan created his community’s local bridge center, 
where he directed games for more than a decade, and also served as Unit President, on the board of 

directors of the District 12 Bridge Association, on the ACBL Board of Governors and various ACBL 

committees, and is currently a member of the National Laws Commission. 

Jacqui, now retired from her job as patient trainer at the MSU College of Human Medicine (to focus on 
retraining Allan!), entertains the quaint notion that bridge should be fun.  Among her credits is a silver 

medal in the Grand National Pairs, and she also served on her unit board and as a club director.  Her 

biggest claim to fame is culinary greatness, as Allan’s ever-expanding waistline and a medal in her only 
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gastronomic competition (open to professionals) both verify.  Perhaps that is genetic—she learned to cook 

at her grandmother’s knee, and her youngest son is a chef at Chenery Park in San Francisco. 
 

Allan is engaged in the private practice of law, specializing in appeals, having retired in 1998 after 26 

years as Commissioner of the Michigan Court of Appeals.  This second career has the fortunate side-

effect of keeping Allan off the golf course, and thus below the radar of the US Environmental Protection 
Agency, which considers his style of play environmental despoliation. 

HERO WORSHIP (An Homage to Eddie Kantar) by Allan Falk 

 In 1966, my sister and then new brother-in-law gave me a subscription to The Bridge World for 
my birthday. Therein I read avidly of the exploits of Eddie Kantar and Marshall Miles, and hoped 

someday to achieve their level of success and recognition.  Eddie would frequently write about a new 

convention he imposed on Marshall and the mayhem that followed when they failed to discuss all the 
ramifications. 

 

 Well, I can at least match their success, as proved by this delicate auction from a recent internet 

team game. For reasons that will soon be abundantly clear, partner will not be named: 
 

       Me  Partner Me   Partner 

  J10xxxx   KQ ---   2  

 J10xx  Qx 2  1   3  

  x  AQx 3  2   3 3 

  10x   AKJ9xx 5 4   6 5 

     6 6   6NT7 (Dbl) 

     7 8 (Dbl)  Pass9 

     7 10 (Dbl)  Pass11  Result:  -800 

 

     My Thinking     Partner’s Thinking 
1Waiting     1Positive (2  would be an immediate 2nd Negative) 
2Second negative    2Wow!  Partner has diamonds. 
3Second suit (Woohoo!)    3I’ll show my spade stopper and see if pard can bid 

     3NT 
4Wow!  Partner has spades.  Must be   5Oh, oh; the wheels have come off; this must be 

time for the ol’ Stanislavsky asking bid  better than 5  
6Oh, oh; the wheels have come off; this  7This must be better than 6  

must be better than 6  
8This must be better than 6NT doubled  9This must be better than 6NT doubled 
10This must be better than 7  doubled  11This must be better than 7NT doubled 

 

 Note how, just as Kantar and Miles used to do, we achieved an auction epitomizing the 
partnership aspects of bridge.  In fact, we surpassed my heroes—as we reached apotheosis, we were 

clearly on the same wavelength more and more, practically a mind meld.  Not bad for an obscure 7-round 

sequence in an inexperienced partnership—and we did win the match. 
 

 Please do not be misled.  This was no fluke; I have had other successes of this nature, but usually 

aided by partnership discussion.  For example, playing once (and only) with a likeable young professional 

player, he asked if I would play Exclusion Blackwood; I agreed, specifying one inflexible condition:  
NEVER in opener’s first suit.  Leading a Swiss Teams after 3 rounds (our teammates were REALLY 

good, up to a point as you are about to see), I picked up: xx  Qxxxx  KQxxxx  void: 
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 Partner RHO  Me  LHO 

 1 * 1NT  2 #  Pass  *5 card majors 

 2  Pass  5   Pass  #Stayman 

 5  Pass  6   Pass 

 6  Double  7   Pass 

 Pass Double  All Pass   Result:  -800 

 

 Of course, the 5� and 6� bids showed, according to partner’s way of thinking, 1 ace and 1 king 
outside diamonds. After we compared scores (we were no longer leading), my teammate, Geoff 

Hampson, asked how we managed to go for a number on the board, and I recounted the sordid details for 

him.  He shook his head sadly and said, “That must be the worst auction in the history of bridge.”  I 

immediately responded, "That wasn't even the worst auction in this match!"  He leaped out of his chair, 
practically screaming “Impossible!”  I then told him about another hand later in the match; he blinked, sat 

down ashen faced and muttered, almost inaudibly, “My G-d, you're right.”  Somehow, we did not win. 

 
 With my place in bridge history thus firmly cemented, I offer this additional exemplar of success 

in emulation of my idols, also from a Swiss teams, where I was playing with a different partner every 

match (5-person team): 
 

 Me  Partner  Me  Partner 

  Ax   KQxxx  1   1  

  Kxx   Axxx  4  1  4  2 

  AKJ9xxxx  void  5 3 (Dbl) Pass4 

  Void   5432  Rdbl5  Pass6  Result:  -3400 

 

 Me    Partner 

 1Too good for 3    2Partner must be showing a big spade raise; well, can’t  

     hurt to cue bid 4  

 3Ooh, cue bid; me too!   4I prefer clubs to diamonds 

 5Second round control also!  6I still prefer clubs to diamonds 
 

We also won this event (these teammates have since been beatified).  So success has proved easy, once I 

mastered the Kantar-Miles approach; only recognition has thus far eluded me, but with these results I 

can’t be too far from the second part of my goal! 
 

 By the way, that last hand shows that, 20 years ago anyway, I was not yet a “true bridge player”, 

according to no less an authority than Bob Hamman. Playing rubber bridge in the halcyon days of his 
youth, he dealt and found himself looking at a 9-count with 7 spades to the king and 6 clubs ace-queen, 

both vulnerable.  He tried 1  and it went 2   Pass  3  back to him, so he tried 4  and it went 4  Pass 

Pass. Now he offered 4  and it went double on his left, 5  by his partner, double on his right.  He “slid” 

with 5  to emphasize willingness to play clubs and it went Double Pass Pass. Bob observed, “The 

technically correct bid is redouble—but at rubber bridge, opposite a partner who bid 5 , a ‘real bridge 

player’ has to recognize that it is no longer a question of finding the optimal contract, but simply one of 
being able to wear your pants and shoes as you exit the club”. So Bob bid 5�,  “which was by no means a 

success—except in comparison with 5  redoubled.”  Another hero for my pantheon! 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Saturday, Jan. 

20th 
8:15 pm. Stratified Charity Pairs + 

Novice Stratified Charity Pairs+ 

Sunday, Jan. 21st 

 

1 pm. 

 

 

 

 

8:15 pm. 

 

Stratiflighted Swiss Teams* (1st Session) 
Stratified Side Game - Pembroke Series (1st Session) 

(Total of 6 single session side games) 

Novice Stratified Pairs 

 

Stratiflighted Swiss Teams* (2nd Session) 

Stratified Side Game - Pembroke Series (2nd Session) 

Novice Stratified Pairs 

*Championship events (in red if you are viewing web version).  

Players may play in any number of Stratified Side Games with the same or different partners. 

 

DINING AND ENTERTAINMENT 

  The Concierge requests that all guests kindly make dinner reservations (except for the two 
walk-in restaurants identified below).  Nothing could be easier—stop by the Concierge desk off 
the main lobby, next to the playing area, OR telephone the Concierge from your room.    
 
Windows on the Sound – Located off the Lobby -  Tonight’s Feature:  Seafood Buffet 
 
Waterlot Inn –Located just off the hotel property (hotel shuttle takes you close) - In addition to 
award-winning steaks and AAA four Diamond service, the Waterlot Inn, serving food since 
1684, represents an experience not to be missed.  Jacket suggested.  Open 6:00-10:00 p.m. 
[Editor’s Advice:  If you are planning to play the evening session, notify the maître d’i and the 
wait staff that you must be finished with dessert no later than 8:00 p.m.] 
 
Newport Room – Located off the Lobby – Bermuda’s inspired Premier Dining Experience, 
AAA Five Diamond.  Exquisite French cuisine is presented with style and elegance within the 
luxurious ambience of what could well be the Royal Yacht.  Open 6:30-10:00 p.m.  Jacket 
required, tie (strongly) suggested. [Note:  $15 surcharge for MAP guests.] 
 
Bacci – Located at the Fairmont Southampton Golf Clubhouse (shuttle bus service available) – 
Italian with a passion.  Celebrate the life, wine and great food of Italy. Delight in authentic 
Italian cuisine delivered with real fine-dining flare in a stylist yet relaxed family atmosphere.  
Open 6:00 – 10:00 p.m.  Casual.  Mangia! 
 
Jasmine Lounge – Located off the Lobby – THE place for a quintessential martini, elegant yet 
relaxing.  Your favourite cocktails await, along with a dazzling selection of light entrees, snacks, 
sandwiches, salads and sinfully delectable desserts.  From 6:00 to 10:00 p.m., Jasmine 
accelerates the pace with live entertainment for your listening and dancing pleasure.  Dinner 
hours 5:30-midnight.  Smart casual.  NO RESERVATION REQUIRED. 
 
Wickets – Located Poolside – a family dining delight, featuring hearty family favorites.  
Opening tonite 5:30-8:00 p.m.  NO RESERVATION REQUIRED. 
 



 8 

 

HOSPITALITY 
 

The Bermuda Regional is famous for its hospitality.  Tonight, immediately after the Charity 
Pairs, join your fellow bridge players just outside the playing area for the Welcoming Rum 
Swizzle Party, where you can dissect your results and anesthetize your pain. 
 

CACBF Trials - January 7th & 14
th

, 2007 by Jack Rhind 

 
                   Pairs 1

st
  2

nd
   3

rd
  4

th
  Score  

Magda Farag - Sheena Rayner 46 16 49 9 120 

David Cordon - John Burville -38 22 64 36 84 

David Sykes - Sally Sykes 29 34 22 -2 83 

Vera Petty - Roman Smolski 51 -4 6 26 79 

Judith Bussell - Stephanie Kyme 7 13 2 8 30 

Gertrude Barker - Jane Smith -2 2 7 10 17 

 
Over the previous two weekends, the Bermuda Bridge Federation held trials to select two teams to 

represent Bermuda in the Central American and Caribbean Bridge Federation (WBF Zone 2) 

Championships. Over 4 sessions every pair played each other pair four times, with IMP scoring. Pairs had 
to indicate prior to the event whether they were vying for a position on the Open team or the Ladies team, 

with the top three pairs in each group being selected.  

 
When the dust settled, Sheena Rayner and Magda Farag emerged with the top score after four solid 

sessions of bridge. They will make up the ladies’ team, along with Judy Bussell, Stephanie Kyme, Gertie 

Barker and Jane Smith. All three pairs have long-standing partnerships and should represent our Bermuda 
Ladies with distinction. 

 

David Cordon and John Burville led the Open field with three solid sessions, and will be joined by Sally 

and David Sykes, Very Petty and Roman Smolski to make up the Open team. These pairs have solid 
experience representing Bermuda internationally, and we look to them to do very well. 

 

Both of these teams will travel to Curaçao in May 2007 to compete in the CACBF Zonal Teams 
Championships, the winners of which will represent Zone 5 in the WBF Championships in Shanghai, 

China, September-October, 2007. The Open team winners will represent Zone 2 in the Bermuda Bowl, 

while the Ladies’ team winners will represent Zone 5 in the Venice Cup. We wish both Bermuda teams 

good luck and success in Curaçao in May. 
 

Congratulations and best of luck! 
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 BERMUDA   

                  Flag                                Coat of Arms 

 The Coat of Arms of Bermuda consists of a 
red lion holding a shield depicting a wrecked 
ship. The red lion alludes to Bermuda’s 
relationship with England. The wrecked ship 
is the Sea Venture, flag ship of the Virginia 

Company, which was deliberately driven onto the reefs of Bermuda by Admiral Sir George 
Somers in 1609 to prevent her foundering in a storm. All aboard survived, resulting in the 
permanent settlement of the Island. 

The coat of arms is featured on the colonial flag (the national flag is the Union Jack, which 
appears in its upper, left corner), and on the Governor’s Flag. 

The Bermuda Triangle 

The “Bermuda” or “Devil’s Triangle” is an imaginary area noted for a supposedly high incidence 
of unexplained losses of ships, small boats, and aircraft. The apexes of the triangle are generally 
accepted to be Bermuda, Miami, Fla., and San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

In the past, extensive, but futile Coast Guard searches prompted by search and rescue cases such 
as the disappearance of a flight of five TBM Avenger torpedo bombers shortly after take off 
from Fort Lauderdale, Fla. on Dec. 5, 1945, or the traceless sinking of USS Cyclops (sailed from 
Rio de Janeiro 16 Feb 1918, disappeared without trace) and Marine Sulphur Queen (departed 
Beaumont, TX bound for Norfolk, VA, routinely reported her position on 3 Feb 1963, after 
which only a solitary life jacket was ever found) have lent credence to the popular belief in the 
mystery and the supernatural qualities of the “Bermuda Triangle.” 

Countless theories attempting to explain the many disappearances have been offered throughout 
the history of the area. The majority of disappearances can be attributed to the area’s unique 
environmental features.  The “Devil’s Triangle” is one of two places on earth where a magnetic 
compass points towards true north rather than magnetic north. Without compensating for 
compass variation, a navigator could wind up far off course and in deep trouble.  An area called 
the “Devil’s Sea” off the east coast of Japan, almost exactly 180º of longitude away, also exhibits 
the same magnetic characteristics and is similarly infamous for its mysterious disappearances. 

The Gulf Stream is extremely swift and turbulent near Bermuda, and can quickly erase any 
evidence of a disaster. The unpredictable Caribbean-Atlantic weather pattern also plays a role; 
sudden local thunder storms and water spouts often spell disaster for pilots and mariners. The 
topography of the ocean floor varies widely, from extensive shoals around the islands to some of 
the deepest marine trenches in the world. With strong currents over the many reefs, the 
topography is in a state of constant flux, and development of new navigational hazards is swift. 

Motto: Quo Fata Ferunt 

“Whither the Fates Carry [Us]” 

Anthem: God Save the Queen (official) 

Hail to Bermuda (unofficial) 
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Not to be under estimated is the human error factor. All too often, crossings are attempted with 
too small a boat, insufficient knowledge of the area’s hazards, and a lack of good seamanship.  
(“By your mother you’re a captain, but tell me, by captains, are you a captain?”) 

The Coast Guard rejects all supernatural explanations of disasters at sea, maintaining, on the 
basis of experience, that the combined forces of nature and unpredictability of mankind outdo 
even the most far fetched science fiction many times each year. 

QUIZ 

Here are some fun questions about bridge and Bermuda.  The winner(s) will receive a bridge book written 

or edited by Allan Falk, which can be given to their least favorite partners or used as kindling. 

 
1.  In 1931, John S. Bennett, a prosperous perfume salesman of Kansas City, Kansas, was shot and killed 

by his wife, after he slapped her during a bridge argument that erupted when he went down in 4 ; she 

was acquitted of murder later that year.  What was Mrs. Bennett’s first name? 

 

2.  If you were to read the mind of the Editor of this Daily Bulletin (perish the thought!), whom should he 

regard as the greatest player ever?  (Hint:  Forget your first 100 guesses.) 
 

3.  Identify a bidding system fitting each of the following criteria: 

a.  Vegetable 
b.  Fruit 

c.  Color 

d.  Poultry 
e.  Multi-flavor ice cream 

f.  Bird 

g.  Canine 

 
4.  In what year were the ACBL bylaws finally amended to provide that no person may be denied 

membership on account of race, color, or creed? 

 
5.  Name the two players who, hands down, gave the worst acceptance speeches in history when inducted 

into the ACBL Bridge Hall of Fame: 

 a.  This player, a two-time Bermuda Bowl champion, said he would have won many more world 

championships and uncountable national championships if only his opponents had not consistently 
cheated and his partners had not been complete idiots. 

 b.  This player, also a two-time world champion, essentially told us how lucky we are to live in an era 

when we can enjoy the privilege of watching someone as great as himself play the game. 
 

6.  Robert Tyre (“Bobby”) Jones, Jr. was a legendary golfer who, after winning the 1930 US and British 

Open and Amateur titles (four in all, the “grand slam”), retired from competition at age 28.  What 
American world champion bridge player did more or less the equivalent, leaving the game at age 38 after 

winning his 26
th  national championship? 

 

7.  Based on the last name of the Bermuda accountant who initiated and organized the first post-World 
War II world bridge championships, for what musical instrument would a composer who “never gets 

angry” write a Bermuda Bowl anthem? 

 
Rules:  Firstest with the mostest wins.  Entries should be submitted to Allan Falk or Jacqui DeRouin 

(whose mug shots appear on p. 4). 


